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Poulton and Pulford Parish Council 
 
Clerk to the Council: Peter Gosmore, 5 Castle Hill, Pulford, Chester CH4 9EY - Telephone 
07711808082 
 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th November 2024 in Pulford Village Hall 
 
Present : Cllr D Ewins (Chair), Cllr J Ewins, Cllr K Board, Cllr N Franklin, Cllr J West, Cllr M Fay, Cllr 
A Douglas and Cllr A Murray, 
 
 
 
1. Apologies and Membership: 

1.1. Apologies were received from Cllr Hynes 
1.2. Cllr West’s resignation was received and her diligence as a long serving Councillor was 

noted.  Cllr J Ewins had already announced her intention to resign with effect from the AGM 
2025, she will have served for 10 years and her significant contributions to the council were 
noted. 

 
2. Declaration of Interest: 

2.1. Councillors were reminded of the need to update their register of interests, to declare any 
personal and prejudicial interest in items on the agenda.  
 

3. Suspension of Standing Orders: 
3.1. A local property owner in Castle Close had sought permission by earlier letter to remove a 

series of conifer trees which bordered the Community Park.  He attended the meeting and 
said he would need to access the park in order to do the job. Permission was given subject 
to the area being reinstated to previous condition, the fence replaced as existing and due 
care being given to all who might be using the park, particularly children.  It was accepted 
that it may take some time for the ground to recover.  Photographs would be taken to show 
the area as it is now and Cllr D Ewins agreed to do this.  The work would be done between 
2nd and 8th December 20124 by a well reputed company of tree specialists ‘Mancoed’.  

3.2. Residents commented about the state of the local roads and pavements following seasonal 
agricultural work.  There were complaints of speeding, inattentive driving and failure to 
properly clean the mud from the road surfaces.  Cllr Fair said that any blatant incidents of 
illegal driving should be photographed (if possible) and reported to the police.  There was 
possible complaint of careless agricultural road use by contractors probably employed by 
Mr G Pierce of Oldfield Farm.  A letter should be sent to Mr Pierce advising him of these 
alleged transgressions.     

 
4. Minutes:  These were approved as being a fair record and their acceptance was proposed by 

Cllr J Ewins, seconded by Cllr Murray and signed by the chair.  
 
5. Progress Reports on Issues carried forward 

5.1. Bank accounts are operating satisfactorily. 
5.2. The History Group’s display board attracts interest. 
5.3. Hedges, pavements and roads: 

5.3.1. The damaged refuge at Cuckoo’s Nest is finally repaired. 
5.3.2. Burganey Court – following a complaint, about general tidiness and upkeep, a local 

gardener has been engaged to tidy up the area around the notice board and 
immediately outside of the Village Hall site. 

5.3.3. The Corner of Dodleston Lane and B5445 is still causing concern, and we are 
pleased to note that following a meeting with a representative from CWAC Highways, 
the issue is being robustly progressed in terms of dealing with the over grown hedge, 
associated undergrowth and severe restriction of the pavement. 
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5.4. There was further discussion over the issue of Grosvenor Pulford Hotel car parking.  The 
hotel claims that it is close to getting permission to increase the capacity of the car parking 
but the Parish Council has no knowledge of such a request or indeed progress.  However 
such a move is very likely to be supported. The Police, under our local representative Jamie 
Carpenter are being proactive in issuing warnings to motorists who flout roadside parking 
laws.  Specifically, it is illegal to park within 10 metres of a road junction.  

5.5. Anti-social and dangerous. activities in Pulford Court - the meeting noted that there had been 
no major developments in this situation. 

5.6. The meeting noted that the gravestone damage in St Mary’s Church yard allegedly caused by 
the contractor who cut the hedge is in the hands of the church authorities. 

 
6. Planning - ref www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/planning for full details.  Ongoing planning 

applications were discussed and developments noted.  It was observed that a decision on the 
solar array at Cuckoo’s Nest and the Egg Production Unit off Wrexham Road was expected in 
the near future.  All other current applications were simply noted. 

 
7. Finance, Governance and Accountability: 

7.1. Councillors noted that detailed information is placed on the Council Website 
(www.poultonandpulfordcouncil.co.uk) and was also circulated as a report prior to the 
meeting. 

7.2. It was noted that the external audit was approved and the public notified appropriately. 
7.3. The Clerk/RFO updated the meeting on the budget progression over the year, outlining that 

the financial year was progressing well and that problems were not expected.  Councillors 
were given details of transactions made since the last meeting (see appendix a, page 3), a 
budgetary ‘snap shot’ and a current banking statement. It was noted that over £800 had 
been saved with a reduction on the anticipated number of grass cuts on the Community 
Park Field from 14 to 10. 

7.4. The Chairman updated the meeting on the VAT situation as it applied to the Village Hall 
(summarised in appendix b).  The situation is nearing a hopeful resolution in that, the best 
advice was sought and that on 15th (appendix c).  November 2024 the RFO posted a 
recorded delivery letter to HMRC formally advising them of the error and asking to repay 
the unauthorised claims and as previously the Chairman reiterated that any financial burden 
would be the responsibility of the Village Hall. 

7.5. The draft budget had previously been circulated and a copy will be enclosed as an 
appendix to these minutes It was proposed that the anticipated surplus at the end of this 
financial year should be retained and considered to be a reserve fund and that the Parish 
Council looks to develop a contingency fund which could be used to maintain and 
eventually replace items as they wear and become unfit for purpose; the Community Park 
play equipment was quoted as an example.  It was noted that we have access to Section 
106 money but this can only be used for replacement and not for maintenance.  There was 
an issue raised over street lighting but this is very expensive to fund.  Councillors were 
given three options, A, B and C with each being substantially the same for all budget heads 
apart from that of contingency fund development for equipment maintenance with option A 
demanding to be fed at the rate of £75 per month, option B at £50 and C at £35 which 
respectively would produce £4500, £3000 and £2100 over a 5-year cycle. A vote was taken 
and 7 voted for Option A, 1 for B and zero for C.  To apply option A was carried.  It was 
agreed that the clerk would renew the arrangement with Ashtree Grass Services, E-mango 
web hosting and Autela payroll processing.  We should also look at getting a gov.uk email 
address. 

 
8. Correspondence for information 

8.1. A letter received from Tony Moore regarding the lack of street lighting at the top of Old Lane 
adjacent to The Spinney and concerns regarding the state of several pavements which had 
become overgrown with vegetation was discussed. It was noted that Cllr D Ewins had bought 
2 new PIR rechargeable lights were bought and these would be put up in an attempt to cut 
the blackness. The poor lighting concerns had also been reported to CWAC via the 
recommended “Reportit” portal.    The Clerk and the Chair had recently undertaken an onsite 
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visit with Stuart Batemen from CWAC to discuss the concerns with the pavements and it is 
hoped that some progress will be made in the next financial year. 

8.2. The issue of the cutting of the woodland on the RHS of the Chester bound B5445 just outside 
of Pulford was the subject of discussion.  Scottish Power had no knowledge of any request to 
trim trees.  Ruth Tothill, the Senior Tree Officer at CWAC, was aware that the owners were 
legitimately cutting down trees. It was decided that we would watch wait and monitor the 
situation. 

8.3. Issue of tree maintenance in Castle Close - this has already been dealt with elsewhere. 
8.4. A resident sent a letter outlining the provision of a mirror near the bus shelter so that potential 

passengers could sit comfortably sheltered and still ‘keep an eye’ on approaching buses.  
This has been raised before but there were issues with legally and practically siting such a 
mirror so that it would be effective, satisfy highway regulations and, not interfere with 
neighbour’s trees. 

8.5. The following item did not appear on the Agenda but it was discussed following a letter from 
freedom fibre stating that they intended to place an internet fibre box on the side of the road 
opposite DM Performance Cars and near to the Notice Board bordering the Spinney.  It was 
widely believed that this land belonged to Grosvenor Estates and they may well not be in 
agreement to this.  There was some uncertainty in that the strip of land immediately bordering 
the road may well be under the jurisdiction of CWAC.  In any event it was decided that a letter 
should be sent to Freedom Fibre asking then to contact the relevant people and consider 
siting the box near to the other broadband distribution box on the opposite side of Wrexham 
Road. 

9. Clerk’s Reports and Queries: 
9.1. There was a NALC questionnaire on remote attendance at meetings and proxy voting. This 

had already been circulated to members and it was decided that we would reply as a 
council. The Chairman went through the questions and responses were recorded and it 
seems that the meeting was in broad agreement to the idea of remote attendance and 
proxy voting.  The questionnaire can be accessed by using the following link:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/enabling-remote-attendance-and-proxy-
voting-at-local-authority-
meetings?utm_campaign=Chief%2Bexecutive%2527s%2Bbulletin%2B-
%2B25%2BOctober%2B2024%2B%2528Special%2Bedition%2529&utm_medium=email 

 
 
10.  Councillors’ Reports and Risk Assessment: 

10.1.  Risk assessment problem reports (see table below): 
 

Location Responsibility   Any problems / Risk 

Village Hall Cllr D Ewins VAT reclaim as discussed 
Issue with Charity Trustees (see appendix d) 

Church Bank Cllr J Ewins The recently replaced hardcore was proving successful 
and Cllr Fair was thanked for the effort he put into 
making the project successful.  It was noted that we 
need a new Councillor to undertake this specific 
responsibility when Cllr J Ewins resigns.  Cllr D Ewins 
volunteered. 

Community Park Cllr J Ewins It was noted that we need a new Councillor to 
undertake this specific responsibility when Cllr J Ewins 
resigns.  

Village Hall 
Defibrillator 

Cllr West All fine but It was noted that we need a new Councillor 
to undertake this specific responsibility as Cllr West has 
resigned. Cllr D Ewins volunteered.  
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Pulford Notice Board Cllr Franklin Getting old but still serviceable- particularly as David 
Roberts has agreed to begin a programme of 
maintenance beginning in the Spring.  The one nearest 
to the Village Hall requires a degree of repair and 
renovation, the others just need a good paint job. 

Cuckoo’s Nest 
Notice Board 

Kate Fairhurst Functional 

Bus Shelters Cllr Board A tile is missing - it was agreed to ask a local handy 
man to carry out a repair. 

Poulton Defibrillator Cllr Fay All apparently satisfactory but there had been a call 
from central agency claiming that the machine may not 
be in fine working order although seemingly it is.   

 
 
 
11. There were no future agenda items requested 
 
12. Dates of next meetings: 
 
• 26th February 2025 
• 7th May 2025 - Annual General Meeting 
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Appendix a – payments authorised and receipts – 21st August to date (page 3 of attached 
pdf): 
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Appendix b – Summary of Village Hall VAT issues. 
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Appendix c – Draft Budget for 2025-26 
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Appendix d - Summary of Village Hall Charity trustee issues. 
 
 
 

 


